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Granny: The idea of  peace, hap-
piness, no war and less aggressive-
ness. I think that nowadays many 
people think that war\force is the 
solution.

Zoe Morris: Did the 60’s influence the 
way you raised your children?
Granny: Yes, I think I gave them 
a bit more freedom and wasn’t as 
strict. What was nice is that they 
enjoyed the music of  the 60’s like 
I did, so we could listen to that to-
gether.

Zoe Morris: How did your parents 
react to the 1960´s?
Granny: Disapprovingly. The 
war was still very recent and they 
thought it was the right thing. They 
couldn’t understand the 60’s. But 
they did let me listen to the music 
although they didn’t like it.

I really enjoyed interviewing my 
Granny and thought it was very in-
teresting to hear all the things she 
told me. She also told me a funny 
quote about the 60’s. “If  you can 
remember the 60’s, you weren’t re-
ally there.”
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Leonie Moser
For my interview I asked my 
grandmother Tamara some 
questions. She lives in Rus-
sia, in St.Petersburg and is 
80 years old. 

Leonie Moser: What is the 
first thing you remember about 
the 60s?
Grandmother: I remember 
a lot because the 60’s were 
a really great time for me. I 
finished university, became a 
teacher, traveled a lot within 
Russia and met my husband.

Leonie Moser: Where exactly 
did you live at this time?
Grandmother: During the-
se years I lived in Leningrad 
(now called St.Petersburg), 
but then I moved to Poland 
for a couple of  years.

Leonie Moser: What was 
your job in the 60s?
Grandmother: I worked 
as a biology and geography 
teacher at a high school in 
Leningrad. Then we moved 
to Poland where I taught the 
children of  Russian soldiers 
stationed in Poland.    

Leonie Moser: What did you 
do in your free time? 
Grandmother: In my free 
time I loved to visit muse-
ums and exhibitions. I also 
liked to dance and meet up 
with friends.

Leonie Moser: What was the 
fashion like in the 60s?
Grandmother: The boys 
wore trousers with shirts, 
like today but we didn´t 
have any jeans. The girls 
wore short skirts or dresses 

Leonie Moser’s  
grandmother 
Tamara /Russia 

Yes, I looked up to 
Valentina Tereshkova 
and Jurij Gagarin, 
he was the first 
man in space and she 
the first women.
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with high heels. We only put a little 
make up on and always discretely 
but we dyed our hair.

Leonie Moser: Do you remember 
the cold war and if  so what are your 
memories?
Grandmother: It was a complica-
ted period between USA and Soviet 
Union. In the Soviet Union new 
weapons were constantly being 
made and people thought that the 

USA wanted to attack them. Still 
everybody wanted peace so the-
re was one song about peace that 
was played and sung everywhere, 
in schools, the radio, at work or in 
churches.  

Leonie Moser: Was there a “Hippie 
movement” in the city?
Grandmother: No there wasn´t a 
so called hippie movement, only a 
few loners who wore their hair long 
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and dressed a little bit like hippies.

Leonie Moser: What was your favo-
rite music at this time?

Grandmother: I listened to clas-
sical music, jazz and to Soviet pop 
music. I didn´t listen to the Beatles, 
even though I knew they were very 
famous.

Leonie Moser: What was the situ-
ation/position of  women in the Soviet 
society? Was there a segregation at school 
or at work? 
Grandmother: Girls and women 
were treated very well and we had 
many rights. For example women 

also flew into space, not just men. 
At school or at work we were not 
segregated. I had many friends who 
were boys and it didn´t bother an-
yone. 

Leonie Moser: Did you have a role 
model/ idol in the 60s? 
Grandmother: Yes, I looked up to 
Valentina Tereshkova and Jurij Ga-
garin, he was the first man in space 
and she the first women. 

Leonie Moser: My last question is, 
was there anything you didn´t like about 
the 60s? 
Grandmother: No, the 60s were 
great! I had many friends and a lot 
of  fun. I just loved them!
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Carolina Müller 
For this Interview I 
interviewed Rita Mül-
ler, born 1946 Vorarl-
berg. I asked her que-
stions about the 60s 
in Austria and more 
specifically Vorarl-
berg. 

One of  the first 
things I asked was 
whether she thought 

the 60s were different in 
Vorarlberg than in the rest 
of  Austria. According to 
her, it wasn’t very different. 
Back then she already knew 
someone from Styria who 
told her about life in Styria. 
She did mention though, 
that she had the feeling that 
in Vorarlberg they didn’t re-
ally know much about what 
was going on in the world 
at that time. It surprised me 

that she never mentioned 
anything about for example 
John F. Kennedy or gene-
rally anything not local. The 
only international thing she 
mentioned was the constant 
fear of  a nuclear war. Rita 
said that it was a big topic 
and the people talked a lot 
about it. What frightened 
them the most was that the 
presidents just had to press 
a button and thousands of  
people would die and there 
would be huge destruction. 
Another thing causing fear 
was an avalanche accident in 
the 1950s which killed many 
people and was a very im-
portant topic in Vorarlberg. 
When I asked her about 
what first comes to her 
mind when she hears ‘the 
60s’ she quickly answered 
‘work’. At the beginning of  

Carolina Müller’s 
grandmother Rita 
Müller / Austria

 
... you were basically 
considered an adult 
as soon as you 
were fourteen
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the 60s she was fourteen and just 
started working as something like a 
nanny for a family. She said that at 
that time you were basically consi-
dered an adult as soon as you were 
fourteen. You actually didn’t have a 
choice and children often didn’t get 
the parental support or attention 
they would have needed. Back then 
families were bigger, it was the time 
directly after the war and parents 
had to work hard to survive. They 
were happy when a child could 
start working, leave the house and 
provide some money. It just made 
everything a lot easier. Rita knows 
how much work that was for her 
parents and she repeated several 
times how lucky she was with her 
family and how much she loves 
them. As already mentioned she 
started working at fourteen. Before 
that she went to school.

What was also interesting to learn 
about was that school was much 
longer. They even had school on 
Saturdays, but she still said that 
she thinks students have way to 
much stress nowadays, a lot more 
than in the past. She mentioned 

that there was a lot less pressure 
on the students. What I think was 
really interesting is that schools 
had students of  both genders but 
in the classes they were split. Most 
women dropped out after Middle 
School and then started working. 
They didn’t continue studying be-
cause they needed to provide their 
families with money. 

A funny thing I found out about 
Rita was that she was always very 
creative with her hair. It was always 
important to her to have clean, but 
also unique hair. ‘Mit meinen Fri-
suren hatte ich immer einen Vogel’ 
Quote by Rita Müller. For clothing 
women usually wore dresses or 
skirts. It was very important to 
have a clean and nice appearance. 
Generally Rita wore what her mom 
made for her. In schools they 
would sometimes also wear aprons 
to keep their dresses clean. 

During Rita’s free time she would 
play a traditional card game from 
Vorarlberg with her whole family 
and she would do track and field 
athletics. She even took part in two 
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tournaments and got a pretty good 
score on both of  them. Rita and 
her sisters would’ve loved to go 
ice skating or skiing, but only their 
brothers were allowed to do so. I 
couldn’t find out why, but I assu-
me it had something to do with the 
family’s financial situation and may-
be also the society of  that time. But 
Rita, her sisters and her friends pla-
yed ball games instead. They main-
ly listened to Schlager from Austria 
and whatever came on the radio. 

When I asked about changes since 
then she quickly replied that people 
have more freedom nowadays. We 
have so many possibilities and op-
tions. But Rita also said that people 
had less fears back then and peo-
ple treated each other with more 
respect and were thankful for what 
they had. There were positive and 
negative changes. 

A topic that I found very interesting 
was politics. In the 60s you usual-
ly voted for whoever your parents 
voted for. You basically kept voting 
for the same party every time wi-
thout actually questioning it. Ano-
ther interesting thing she said was 
about the political parties back then 
“Mein Nachbar war ja FPÖ Wäh-
ler. Die FPÖ war damals nicht so 
wie jetzt, sie war einfach irgend-
wie… humaner” – The FPÖ was 
different back then from nowadays, 
it was just somehow… more hu-
mane. 

Tradition and culture was more 
important in the 60s and people 
regularly went to church and also 
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participated. They joined clubs like 
the choir and really invested in the 
church. It was an important part 
of  their life and that we have lost 
that nowadays. Also people were a 
lot more open. They talked to each 
other, people of  a local community 
just knew each other. 

Another difference from  the 60s is 
that people take their life for gran-
ted. We want more and more and 
loose this thankfulness and aware-
ness for everything we already have. 

The last question was what Rita 
Müller would do if  she could tra-
vel back in time to the 60s. Her an-
swer was that she would graduate. 

She regrets that she didn’t continue 
education after school and that she 
never got something like a certifi-
cate. Back then it didn’t bother her 
but now she would like to have 
some kind of  further education. 

Interviewing Rita Müller gave me a 
little insight into life in the 60s and 
I found out a lot about my grand-
mother, that I didn’t know before. 
What I found really shocking is that 
people started working at such a 
young age. At this point I want to 
thank my grandmother Rita Müller 
for agreeing to do this interview 
and sharing such personal informa-
tion. 
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Nadia Pitzer
Nadia Pitzer: Hi grandma. 
How are you?
Grandma: Oh I’m fine 
thank you. How are you?

Nadia Pitzer: I’m fine too, 
thanks for asking. So our 
teacher asked us to interview so-
meone who can tell us something 
about 1960. Is it okay if  I ask 
you some questions?
Grandma:  Yes of  course. 
I hope I can remember en-
ough.

Nadia Pitzer: I’m sure you 
can. So…. my first question is: 
How did your parents raise you? 
Were you allowed to do the same 
things as we can?
Grandma: Oh no, no, no. 
Usually all parents were re-
ally strict. They were also 
very conservative. Nowa-
days for example it’s okay 

to get pregnant by someone 
who is not your husband. 
Of  course it’s not the best 
thing to do, but it is not a 
big deal if  it happens. But 
back then it was unimagi-
nable to have a child with 
someone who was not your 
husband. This would be a 
big scandal because it was 
very important what other 
people thought about your 
family. We couldn’t even 
go to parties with boys or 
go out with them, as it is 
common nowadays among 
young people. Actually this 
reminds me of  a story: one 
day me and my friends went 
swimming with some boys. 
Of  course we fooled around 
and one boy took me over 
his shoulder and threw me 
in the water. But I hit my 
chin so hard that I had to 

Nadia Pitzer’s 
grandmother 

Back then it wasn’t 
even allowed to wear 
make up. Every time I 
would take the make 
up of my mother, my 
sister would squeal on 
me. I know that the 
60ies were the hippie 
times, but I have the 
feeling that the hippie 
time came in 1970.
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show it to my parents. Instead of  
having sympathy for me, I got slap-
ped in the face for swimming with 
the boys.

Nadia Pitzer: Oh I’m sorry…
Grandma: Don’t be. This was nor-
mal. Back then it wasn’t even allo-
wed to wear make up. Every time I 
would take tmy mother’s make-up, 
my sister would squeal on me. I 
know that the 60ies were the hippie 
times, but I have the feeling that the 
hippie time came in 1970.

Nadia Pitzer: Okay I can imagine 
how it was. Was the whole society so 
conservative? Was it a problem to have 
another sexuality or another skin colour? 
Or was the society as accepting as today?
Grandma: To be honest, homose-
xual people would always keep it 
secret. No one really outed them-
selves in  public. And of  course 
there was racism, but not more 
than now.

Nadia Pitzer: Very interesting. How 
did you spend your holidays? I know that 
you travelled a lot in the past few years, 

but did you always travel that much?
Grandma: No, we didn’t have the 
money. No one could afford to tra-
vel anywhere. And it was not only 
a problem during the holidays, but 
most people could not afford a car 
or a television or a microwave. The-
se were all luxury goods. We even 
had to save money while buying 
clothes. 

Nadia Pitzer: Oh really? I didn’t 
know that. And what did you do in your 
free time? You said you had no TV  and 
of  course you had no cell phone. How 
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did you spend your time?
Grandma: You have to imagine 
that we had to write letters to com-
municate with each other. During 
the week I often read a book or 
I listened to the radio. I can still 
remember that when I was in boar-
ding school, me and my roommates 
would always stay up until 10 p.m. 
and listen to the dancing music that 
played on the radio. But we had to 
be very quiet, as it was forbidden 
to stay up that late. However, it did 
not stop us from dancing silently in 
our room. And on the week ends 
we always went to our little disco. 
We loved to party. 

Nadia Pitzer: Okay. And what 
about crime? I mean now it’s a little bit 
dangerous to go out at night. Were you 
afraid to go out when it was dark?
Grandma: No we didn’t even think 
about it. This was never a problem. 
Of  course it was not allowed for 
little kids to go into the woods but 

we never had problems with crimi-
nals that could be outside. The only 
thing that could happen was that 
maybe there were drunk people, 
going home from a party but not 
more...

Nadia Pitzer: Would you say that it 
was better back then or do you think it’s 
better now?
Grandma: I can’t really tell you 
which decade was better. Some 
thing were better then and some 
things are better now.

Nadia Pitzer: Okay thank you 
grandma. This was very interesting. 
Thank you for your time. 
Grandma: Of  course. I hope I 
could help you.

Nadia Pitzer: You sure could. Bye.
Grandma: Have a  nice evening, 
darling.
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Iva Pulji´
Darinka Puljić, my grand-
mother, was born in 1941 
in Zagreb, Yugoslavia, now-
days, it is the capital city of  
Croatia. She grew up in an 
apartment, in the center of  
Zagreb with her parents and 
her older sister. At 17 years 
old,  she started working in 
a company, where she con-
tinued to work for the next 
25 years. At the age of  21 
she met my grandfather at 
a dance party. They imme-
diatly fell in love and got 
married 18 months later. 
In 1965 they had their first 
child (my uncle) and then 
seven years later, they wel-
comed my father.

Iva Puljić: What is the first 
thing that comes up to your mind 
when you think of  the 60s? 
Would you say that life was 

better back then?
Grandmother: What comes 
to my mind are first loves, 
having fun with friends and 
spending the summer on an 
island of  Hvar with my cou-
sin. We used to spend all day 
at the beach, practicing our 
diving skills, looking for the 
nicest shells in the sea and 
competing who could hold 
their breath underwater the 
longest. Back then I wasn’t 
into politics. The only thing 
that interested me was ha-
ving fun after work. 
Regarding the lifestyle, I 
wouldn’t say it was any bet-
ter than nowadays. I feel like 
the only reason why older 
people think life back then 
was better is because they 
were young, had plenty of  
things to do and only loo-
ked on the bright side of  

Iva Puljić‘s 
gandmother  
Darinka Puljić /
Croatia 

When I was at the 
Saturday party, which 
was at the top of 
a skyscraper, the 
president of Yugoslavia 
“Josip Broz Tito” has 
unexpectedly joined 
the party in company 
of Vladimir Bakarić. 
... Tito and Bakarić 
were there for about 
an hour. ... Luckily, 
I was one of the 
people who were 
already in there, so 
I got to see them! 
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life. When you become old, it ten-
ds to get pretty boring if  you don’t 
stay fit and find stuff  to do that are 
appropriate for your age.

Iva Puljić: What is the biggest diffe-
rence between the 60s and today?
Grandmother: People lived a 
much slower lifestyle, were for 
the most part very relaxed and ate 
healthier food. We younger ones 
used to show much more respect 
to the older generation then peo-
ple nowadays. And yes, there were 
hardly any divorces. Obviously, we 
married people had our ups and 
downs, but we knew how to get 
through them and wouldn’t quit so 
easily. It makes me really sad to see 
how, nowadays people give up pre-
tty easily. 

Iva Puljić: What kind of  music did 
you listen to?
Grandmother: My friends and I 
listened to “The Rolling Stones”, 
“Bonnie M”, “The Beatles”, El-
vis Presley, Ivo Robić and Arsen 
Dedić. I still keep some phono-
graph records in my living room. 
My parents didn’t really approve of  
the music I liked. In their company 

I only listened to local music. When 
they would leave, I would listen to 
foreign songs.
At dance parties (so called “plesn-
jak”) we mostly listened to Yu mu-
sic, and it was so much fun. Every 
party ended at 22 o’clock with the 
song “laku noć želim ti draga”(I 
wish you goodnight, my dear). Af-
ter the song ended the lights would 
turn off  and everyone would slowly 
go home. It was magical!

Iva Puljić: What was the most exciting 
thing that has happened to you in the 60s? 
Grandmother: When I was at the 
Saturday party, which was at the 
top of  a skyscraper, the president 
of  Yugos-
lavia “Josip 
Broz Tito” 
unexpected-
ly joined the 
party in com-
pany of  Vla-
dimir Bakarić. 
E v e r y o n e       
was so excited 
and surpri-
sed! Tito and 
Bakarić were 

My grandparents on their honeymoon in Slovenia
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there for about an hour. No one 
was allowed to enter. Luckily, I was 
one of  the people who was already 
in there, so I got to see them! I was 
so excited! I came home an hour 
and a half  too late, and was really 
scared of  what my parents would 
say. At first, when I told them what 
happened they didn’t believe me 
and were mad that I didn’t come 
home on time, but when I finally 
convinced them, they wanted to 
hear everything about it and were 
not mad at all.  

Iva Puljić: How was Tito perceived by 
people?
Grandmother: Everyone really lo-
ved and admired him. You could 
never hear anyone say anything bad 
about Tito.

Iva Puljić: Were you aware of  the war 
in Vietnam?
Grandmother: Yes.  Everyone read 
about it in the newspaper or heard 
about it on the radio. Many athletes 
refused to go to war.  I remember 
that, when it just happened, every-
one was talking about it.

Iva Puljić: Have you heard of  Wood-

stock and how developed was hippycul-
ture in Yugoslavia?
Grandmother: No, I haven’t. No 
one really did. I found out about 
Woodstock maybe two or three ye-
ars ago when I was reading an ar-
ticle in the newspaper. Concerning 
the hippies, there were not actually 
that many of  them in Zagreb. May-
be just a few, and everybody knew 
those people because they stood  
out as different from everybody 
else . They were mostly considered 
dirty and misbehaved people. Some 
people would even call them names 
like homeless or long haired freaks. 

Iva Puljić: If  you could bring back 
one thing from the 60s, materialistic or 
nonmaterialistic, what would it be?
Grandmother: I would bring back 
my parents and my sister. We were 
all really close and we always got 
along so well. I would also really 
want to bring back the appreciation 
of  the family. And I would want the 
people to be aware of  the fact that 
family is the only thing that matters 
in life, the most important thing in 
life, and that it should always come 
first. 
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Nandor Reininghaus
Today I’m sitting here with 
my grandparents Helmut 
and Grete Meisl who volun-
teered to help me with my 
questions about the 1960’s. 
We have recently talked 
about the 1960’s in our En-
glish classes but I still have 
some questions and thus I 
wanted to ask someone who 
lived during that particular 
time period. 

Nandor: So my first questi-
on would be: Was this whole 
Hippie movement also going on 
in Austria? 
Helmut & Grete: No, we 
think that the Hippie mo-
vement in Austria wasn’t as 
widely spread as in the USA. 

Nandor: Ok that’s interesting. 
Was the Vietnam War a daily 
topic you were faced with or was 
it just now and then in the news?

Helmut & Grete: No we 
weren’t informed daily about 
the war in Vietnam but one 
reason for that is that you 
can’t compare todays spread 
of  news to how it was back 
then. But when you were at 
the cinema there was a litt-
le News Show before every 
film started and often there 
was a little report about the 
war in Vietnam. 

Nandor: And how did you feel 
about technology developing so 
quickly? 
Helmut & Grete: Its true 
that technology developed 
very quickly but at a rate we 
could still keep up with. In 
the last 10-15 years, techno-
logy, in our eyes, has deve-
loped even quicker and too 
fast for us to understand 
everything.

Nandor Reininghaus’ 
grandparents 
Helmut and Grete 
Meisl /Österreich 

Austria was free 
since 1955. You 
could travel with 
out any identification 
within Austria. People 
had jobs and could 
live in wealth. 
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Nandor Reininghaus
Nandor: Who was your favorite singer 
back then and why?
Helmut & Grete: There wasn’t 
one specific singer we liked the 
most but we enjoyed listening to: 
The Beatles, Bill Haley, Elvis Pres-
ley, Pat Boone, The Nilsen Brot-
hers and to Peter Alaxander. We 
liked them simply because of  their 
texts and melodies.

Nandor: For my final question I would 

like to ask you to summarize the 1960’s 
in 2-3 sentences.
Helmut & Grete: Austria was 
free since 1955. You could travel 
without any identification within 
Austria. People had jobs and were 
wealthier. 

This interview helped me a lot to 
understand life in the 1960’s but es-
pecially what life was like in Austria 
and not just in the USA.
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Alma Rosenmann

My grandma was born in 
1944 in Israel, or as it was 
known at the time, Palesti-
ne. She was born 4 years 
before Israel was founded. 
Her father was originally 
from the Soviet Union and 
her mother from Poland. 
Both suffered under great 
anti-Semitism before co-
ming to Israel. Her father 
came to Israel as a pioneer, 
with the dream of  building 
a new land for the Jews, and 
her mother managed to es-
cape to Israel right before 
the war broke out, although 
many of  her relatives were 
assassinated. 

Alma Rosenmann: How old 
were you in the 1960s?

Grandma: I was born in 
1944. In the 1960s I was in 
my twenties.

Alma Rosenmann: Have you 
been to the IDF?
Grandma: When I was 
born, the State of  Israel was 
still under the British Man-
date.
However, on November 
29, 1947 a vote was taken at 
the United Nations General 
Assembly on motion #181 
that the British Mandate 
be repealed and its territo-
ry would be set up as two 
states: one Jewish and the 
other Arab. The proposal 
was approved.
Following the approval of  
the proposal, on May 14, 

Alma Rosenmann’s 
grandmother/ Israel 

I graduated from high 
school in July 1961 
and in October I was 
drafted into the army. 

When the war broke 
out, I lived in Eilat, 
which is the southern-
most city in Israel. 
Eilat was in danger 
that the Egyptians, 
Jordanians and Iraqis 
would cut it off from 
Israel and conquer it.

I was enlisted to join 
the emergency civil 
forces. In order to 
perform our duties 
and so that we do 
not jeopardize the 
small children in the 
city – they were 
evacuated. I sent your 
mother, who was one 
and a half years old, 
to my mother who 
lived in Tel Aviv.

Israel in the 60s. An interview with my grandma
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1948, David Ben-Gurion, who be-
came the first Prime Minister, an-
nounced the establishment of  the 
State of  Israel.
Israel’s neighboring Arab states did 
not approve of  the UN decision 
and attacked the State of  Israel, 
from all fronts, the day after the de-
claration. This first war was called 
the War of  Independence (the War 
of  Liberation).
The history of  the State of  Israel is 
intertwined with the struggle with 
its neighboring Arab countries that 
do not accept its existence.There-
fore, Israel has a mandatory milita-
ry service. Each 18-year-old is rec-
ruited into the Army for a two-year 
period – for girls and three years 
– for boys. I explain this to you so 
that you understand why I started 
the 1960s as a soldier.
I graduated from high school in July 
1961 and in October I was drafted 
into the army. I served two years in 
the Intelligence Corps.
(Though I was not a general) I can 
give you an example of  a compari-
son that can illustrate the difference 

between the army in the sixties to 
what it is today.
When we had to send a message 
to another unit, prior to being dis-
patched it underwent a process of  
encryption. Then it was sent on 
punctured films using a machine 
called a teleprinter (distance prin-
ting). The person who received the 
punctured film would pass it on 
to the encryption machine which 
decrypted the material. Obviously, 
today everything is being done via 
elaborate computers in much more 
sophisticated methods.  
Going back to the question: how 
was the army in the 1960s com-
pared to today, the answer is – it 
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is completely different, same as 
everything else in the world. Today 
wars are being waged using compu-
ters, more sophisticated fighter jets 
and UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle) 
– being navigated from a “cockpit” 
on the ground, and state of  the art 
weapons. In the 1960s there were 
tanks, battleships and submarines, 
but today everything is more elabo-
rate.

Alma Rosenmann: How do you 
think everyday life in Israel was different 
from life in America or Europe?
Grandma: By the 1960s, Europe 
and America had already recovered 
from World War II and showed mo-
mentum in construction and deve-
lopment. The State of  Israel started 
everything from scratch. In 1948, 
there were approximately 800,00 
residents in the country whereas 
in the 1960s the number of  resi-
dents increased three-fold, reaching 
more than 2,400,000 at the end of  
1966. Of  these, 1,100,000 were Je-
wish immigrants from all over the 
world; Jews who saw the country 
as their homeland. There was still 
a pioneering spirit stemming from 

the desire to establish a homeland 
for the Jewish people.
There were also many kibbutzim, 
mainly engaged in agriculture - 
some that were established before 
1948 and those that were establis-
hed afterwards.
Building a state (government of-
fices, sick funds, hospitals, schools, 
universities), establishing factories 
(Dead Sea factories for salt pro-
duction in the lowest place in the 
world), taking care of  infrastruc-
ture (the National Water Carrier), 
creating new development cities 
(instead of  temporary dwellings) 
for the newcomers - all while ab-
sorbing so many immigrants with 
different backgrounds, was not 
easy. People lived rather modestly.
In the 1960s, and especially after 
the Six-Day War, there was serious 
development and modernization in 
the Israeli economy, and since then 
life in the country has become very 
similar to life in Europe and the 
United States.

Alma Rosenmann: How was the poli-
tics then in comparison to today?
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Grandma: Like all over the world 
- politics is a very complex issue. 
Israeli politics is greatly influenced 
by the political-security situation 
whereas in European countries, the 
political division is mainly accor-
ding to positions on economic-so-
cial issues. 
In the 1960s, there was still a so-
cialist based atmosphere underlying 
the concept of  the “State”. Over 
the years divisions in the local soci-
ety split the population and empha-
sized its complex diversity along 
the lines of  different distinguished 
tendencies.
Politics today is mainly influenced 
by the attitude toward the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict (right-wing par-
ties that advocate for settlements, 
control over Judea and Samaria 
and greater Israel; they oppose the 
Oslo Accords  that sought to find 
a peaceful solution to the political 
situation in the region), while leftist 
parties advocate for peace with the 
Palestinians at all cost.  

Alma Rosenmann: What important 
wars happened during the 60s?

Grandma: In the years I served in 
the army - there was no war. But, 
in June 1967, after Egypt attacked 
Israel, a war broke out. It was the 
Six Day War. (Israel‘s third war with 
its surrounding Arab states) Within 
six days, Israeli forces managed to 
conquer Sinai and reach the Suez 
Canal. 
When the war broke out, I was li-
ving in Eilat, which is the southern-
most city in Israel. Eilat was in dan-
ger that the Egyptians, Jordanians 
and Iraqis would cut it off  from 
Israel and conquer it.
I was enlisted to join the emergency 
civil forces. In order to perform our 
duties and so as not to jeopardize 
the small children in the city – they 
were evacuated. I sent your mother, 
who was one and a half  years old, 
to my mother (your great grandmo-
ther) who lived in Tel Aviv.
My brother who was a fighter pi-
lot participated in the war. On the 
second day, the Egyptians shot 
down his plane over a Sinai desert. 
He used the ejection seat to escape 
the explosion of  the plane and pa-
rachuted down. He was captured by 
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the Egyptians and was a prisoner 
of  war for eight and a half  months. 
He never said anything about that 
period.

Alma Rosenmann: What do you 
think is the most important thing to 
remember about the 1960s in Israel? 
Grandma: I personally loved the 
development of  Israeli theater, the 
local film and entertainment indus-
try. It still preserves the joyous at-
mosphere of  pioneering with the 
military bands. But they no longer 
put the heroes of  the War of  Inde-
pendence on a pedastal and focus 
rather on everyday life with a pinch 
of  the Israeli sarcastic humor. The 
most popular song after the Six 

Day War was „Jerusalem of  Gold“.
From the point of  view of  culture, 
politics, supply of  army equipment, 
juridical laws and regulations, as 
well as the media and the music - 
the state has shifted from a Russi-
an-French affiliation to an Ameri-
can one. 
One can notice strong political ties 
with the US instead of  Russia and 
France; military supplies are recei-
ved from America instead of  Rus-
sia, the Czech Republic and France; 
instead of  French the tendency is 
to adopt American-English as a 
leading language; instead of  Euro-
pean-English law, there has been a 
shift towards American law. Despi-
te the European and English influ-
ence, at present there is a strong 
influence of  American culture on 
style, fashion, developments in mu-
sic etc.

Alma Rosenmann: Which appliances 
came into use for the first time in Israel 
during this period (not necessarily an 
Israeli make); What devices did you use?
Grandma: First - the telephone. In 
the early 1960s, most of  us had no 
telephone at home. Applying for 
a telephone line could take a very Habima Theater - national theatre of Israel in Tel Aviv.
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long time (even years). When we 
wanted to call a number in another 
city – we had to register with the 
telephone exchange and wait. My 
parents didn‘t have a home phone 
in the 1960s.
Washing machines were a refres-
hing innovation and I remember 
sitting in front of  the machine and 
watching the laundry drum circling.
Television broadcasting began in 
1958 celebrating ten years since the 
establishment of  the State of  Isra-
el. There was one channel that ope-
rated a few hours a day and trans-
mitted in black and white. Only few 
people could afford a TV. My pa-
rents had no television during those 
years.
Transistor Radio - I didn‘t have 
one.

There were only a very few cars and 
people used to use public transport 
- my parents didn‘t own a car. The 
„Sabra“ car was introduced - the 
first one to be made in Israel.
Most of  the people lived very mo-
destly and did not care too much to 
pursue glittering status symbols.

Alma Rosenmann: Which languages 
were spoken in Israel? Did everyone 
know Hebrew?     
Grandma: We (the „Sabras“ - those 
born in Israel) spoke Hebrew. 
In my time we started learning En-
glish as a foreign language in the 
sixth grade. My parents spoke the 
languages of  their country of  ori-
gin (Russian and Polish) as well, 
Yiddish (which is the language spo-
ken by Ashkenazi Jews). However, 
both of  them knew Hebrew when 
they came to Israel and made sure 
to use it for speaking, reading and 
writing in order to become real Is-
raelis. Newcomers’ children learned 
Hebrew very quickly and became 
their parents’ translators. 
We heard many languages being 
spoken around us, according to the 
country of  origin of  the new im-
migrants: German, Russian, Polish, 
Romanian, French, Arabic, Hunga-
rian, Czech, Spanish, English and 
certainly other languages as well. 
Being exposed to so many langu-
ages many of  us developed an ear 
for languages and could distinguish 
between them.
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Elena Schaffer
Ich habe meine Großmutter 
interviewt. Sie heißt Elisabe-
th Schaffer und ist 70 Jahre 
alt. Während der 60ziger 
Jahre war sie 11-21 Jahre 
alt und hat wie heutzutage 
immer noch in einem Dorf  
in der Nähe von Judenburg 
gelebt.

Elena Schaffer: Was ist 
der größte Unterschied zwischen 
damals und heute?
Grossmutter: Früher war 
alles leichter als heute. Das 
Zusammenleben mit den 
Nachbarn war viel lustiger 
und Zusammenhalt war 
sehr viel vorhanden. Es 
war wirklich sehr schön. 
Ich habe in dem Sinn eine 
sehr schöne Kindheit ge-
habt, weil damals eigentlich 
alle Kinder gleich waren, da 

man nicht so durchs Alter 
getrennt war.

Elena Schaffer: Man 
bringt ja mit den sechziger 
Jahren sehr oft die Hippies in 
Verbindung. Hast du oder ein 
Familienmitglied den Hippies 
angehört?
Grossmutter: Nein, also 
in meiner Familie nicht. Da-
mals ist es halt recht bunt 
zugegangen und, naja, die 
Hippies, die Blumenkinder 
sie genannt worden sind. 
Vor allem die auffällige Klei-
dung, die sie damals getra-
gen haben, war das Marken-
zeichen der Hippies und das 
eigentlich alles kunterbunt 
war. Und viel Rauchen war 
halt auch dabei und das hat 
damals in dieser Zeit erst so 
richtig angefangen.

Elena Schaffers  
Großmutter 
Elisabeth Schaffer/
Österreich 

... Damals ist es halt 
recht bunt zugegangen 
und naja die Hippies, 
die Blumenkinder sie 
genannt worden sind. 
Vor allem die auffäl-
lige Kleidung, die sie 
damals getragen haben, 
war das Markenzeichen 
... Und viel Rauchen 
war halt auch dabei...
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Glaubst du, war es eine gute Zeit für 
Jugendliche oder jüngere Leute erwachsen 
zu werden?
Grossmutter: Sehr -  Also es war 
eine sehr, sehr schöne Zeit. Also 
mir hat nichts gefehlt ... das war 
wunderschön. Für die damalige 
Zeit hast du alles gehabt.  Eigent-
lich kannst du es mit heute nicht, 
vergleichen, aber für mich war es 
damals eine sehr schöne Jugend 
und eine schöne Zeit.

Elena Schaffer: Wie viel hast 
du generell von irgendwelchen Kriegen 
mitbekommen?
Grossmutter: Nicht viel. Der 
Krieg war vorbei, wie ich auf  die 
Welt gekommen bin und in der 
Nachkriegszeit ist es Österreich 
schon gut gegangen und dann hat 
man hier nicht viel mitbekommen.

Elena Schaffer: Was für Musik 
hast du so gehört? Gefiel dir irgendein 
bestimmten Sänger oder eine Band?
Grossmutter: Die Beatles haben 
mir nicht so gefallen. Ich mochte 
eigentlich eher so Schlagermusik 
und ich habe auch gerne steirische 

Musik gehört und vor allem habe 
ich auch gern getanzt.

Elena Schaffer: Was würdest du 
gern aus den Sechzigern in diese Zeit 
bringen?
Grossmutter: Das ganze Rund-
herum, also das ganze Umfeld, das 
damals war, hätte ich jetzt gern. 
Das ist meine Meinung und das sag 
ich auch immer wieder: Das war 
die schönste Zeit für mich und ich 
würde viel, was heute ist, umtau-
schen und das was vorher war, jetzt 
herbringen. 
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Maria Solhdju
Für dieses Interview über 
die sechziger Jahre habe ich 
meinen Opa interviewt, der 
85 Jahre alt ist. Mein Opa ist 
im Iran geboren, ist dann 
aber fürs Studium nach 
Deutschland gezogen und 
ist bis heute dortgeblieben.
Ich bedanke mich bei 
meinem Opa (und meiner 
Oma) für das Interview und 
dass sie sich die Zeit genom-
men haben.

Maria Solhdju: Was sind die 
größten Unterschiede zwischen 
den Sechziger Jahren und heute?
Opa: Als erstes fällt mir ein, 
dass früher überall Gren-
zen waren und viel strenger 
kontrolliert wurde. (Einmal 
wollte ich mit einer Freun-
din von Deutschland nach 
Salzburg zu einem Kon-
zert fahren, da aber meine 

Freundin den Pass verges-
sen hatte, konnten wir leider 
nicht zum Konzert fahren). 
Und es gab noch keine 
großen Supermärkte wie 
Spar oder Hofer, sondern 
kleine Kaufläden.
Dann das, was offensicht-
lich ist, dass es noch keine 
Handys und soziale Medien 
gab.

Maria Solhdju: Vermisst du 
etwas von den sechziger Jahren?
Opa: Ich vermisse nichts au-
ßer meinen jungen Jahren, 
ich wäre gern in den Achtzi-
ger Jahren stehengeblieben.

Maria Solhdju: Gibt es ein 
großes Ereignis, welches in den 
Sechziger Jahren passiert ist? 
Opa: Als erstes fällt mir et-
was über die Politik ein: 

Marias Solhdjus  
Großvater/Berlin, 
Deutschland 

1967 wurde ich zum 
Empfang vom Schah, 
nach Bonn eingeladen, 
da ich selbst Perser 
bin. Kurz danach gab 
es viele Proteste von 
Studenten gegen ihn. 

Und 1969 gab es die 
erste Herztransplan-
tation in Deutschland, 
wo ich beteiligt war. 

Es war eine sehr 
unruhige Stimmung 
und ich wollte 
nichts mit dem Osten 
zu tun haben.
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1968 hat eine Journalistin namens 
Beate Klarsfeld den Bundeskanzler 
Kurt Georg Kiesinger, wegen sei-
ner NSDAP Mitgliedschaft geohr-
feigt, und dass es viele Proteste von 
Studenten über den Weltkrieg und 
alles, was nicht erlaubt war, gab.
Am 21. Juli 1969 war die erste 
Mondlandung eines Menschen.  Zu 
diesem Anlass habe ich mir meinen 
ersten schwarz-weiß Fernseher ge-
kauft, so wie viele andere.
1967 wurde ich zum Empfang vom 
Schah nach Bonn eingeladen, da 
ich selbst Perser bin. Kurz danach 
gab es viele Proteste von Studenten 
gegen ihn. 
1967 gab es die erste Herztrans-
plantation auf  der Welt in Afrika. 
Und 1969 gab es die erste Herz-
transplantation in Deutschland, wo 
ich beteiligt war. (Die Herztrans-
plantation hat 27 Stunden gedauert)
Außerdem habe ich in den Sech-
ziger Jahren meine eigene Familie 
gegründet.

Maria Solhdju: Welche Musik/ 
Band hast du gehört? 
Opa: Wie heute noch immer habe 
ich in meiner Jugend viel Opern-
musik und klassische Musik gehört. 
In der Zeit waren aber Elvis Presley 
und die Beatles beliebt.

Maria Solhdju: Was war dein Lieb-
lingsfach in der Schule?
Opa: Meine Lieblingsfächer waren 
Mathematik und Biologie. 

Maria Solhdju: Was haben du bzw. 
deine Freunde angezogen? Was waren die 
Trends?
Opa: Früher habe ich hauptsäch-
lich Stoffhosen, Hemde, Jacken 
und Anzüge mit Westen getragen. 
Die Schuhe wurden genäht. Jeans 
gab es noch nicht und kurze Hosen 
wurden auch nicht getragen außer 
ab und zu zum Sport. (Die Frauen 
mussten immer kurze Röcke tragen 
außer wenn es zu kalt war, dann 
durften sie Hosen tragen.)
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Maria Solhdju: Wie hast du das mit 
der Berliner Mauer mitbekommen?
Opa: Es war eine sehr unruhige 
Stimmung und ich wollte nichts mit 

dem Osten zu tun haben. Ich und 
mein Bruder sind einmal in den 
Osten gefahren, um Essen zu ge-
hen. Zuerst mussten wir uns lange 
dafür anstellen und dann wurden 
wir nach unserem Pass gefragt, und 
da wir aus dem Westen kamen, ha-
ben wir kein Essen bekommen.

Maria Solhdju: Wo und wann hast 
du in den Sechziger Jahren als Student 
gewohnt.

Opa: Ich habe 5 Jahre bei einer Fa-
milie in einem 18 m² großen Zim-
mer gewohnt. Ich hatte ein eigenes 
Bett, einenSchrank, Kachelofen 

und einen Tauchsie-
der. Das Badezim-
mer musste ich mit 
der Familie teilen. 
Früher waren eige-
ne Wohnungen und 
Studentenwohnun
gen nicht üblich.

Maria Solhdju: 
Hast du irgendetwas 
aus Persien in den 

Sechziger Jahren mitbekommen?
Opa: Es gab die Gleichberechti-
gung zwischen Frauen und Männer 
und Frauen mussten noch keine 
Kopftücher tragen. Und es gab 
weniger Konflikte mit Juden und 
Christen. Es war sehr friedlich und 
es gab keinen Krieg.  
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Luisa Steiner 
I interviewed my grandpa-
rents about the 60s and I 
hope that you will find it as 
interesting as I do. 

A = Ama (My grandmother)

O = Opi (My grandfather)

Luisa Steiner: How old 
where you when the 60s started?
Ama/Opi: In 1965 we were 
about 17 years old

Luisa Steiner: Great, that 
is the perfect age ;) I’m sure you 
have a lot of  interesting and 
exiting memories to share. The 
second question is: What was 
modern at that time? What was 
new and what did change?
A/O: Especially young girls 
started wearing trousers and 
jeans more and more. That 
was uncommon before that 

time and young people star-
ted to wear them as a kind of  
revolution to protest  against 
their parents. They used this 
because the trousers were 
considered male and as wor-
king clothes and girls usually 
never wore them. Girls also 
started to wear mini-skirts 
and cut their hair as short as 
the boys normally did whi-
le the boys began to grow 
their hair long. Another 
thing that changed com-
pletely was opinions on sex. 
People started to have one 
night stands and they saw a 
kind of  freedom in not ha-
ving to have a relationship 
and be married to be able 
to sleep with one another. 
This was called “Free Love” 
even though people often 
took it to far. They behaved 
like animals and ran around 

Luisa Steiner’s 
grandparents/
Germany 

The girls also started 
to wear mini-skirts 
and cut their hair 
as short as the boys 
normally did while 
the boys began to 
grow their hair long. 
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naked. We must tell you that the-
re were fewer sexual diseases. The 
music changed too and drugs were 
more widespread and much more 
people started to buy and consume 
them. One improvement was that   
women got more rights.

Luisa Steiner: Where did you live 
and how did the cold war affect you?
A/O: We lived in the western part 
of  Germany, luckily. When the Ber-
lin Wall was built some friends and 
parts of  our families couldn’t visit 
us for Christmas.

A: Sometimes we made packages 
in school that where brought to the 
Eastern side of  Germany because 
the people there where poorer than 
we were.

Luisa Steiner: That was one of  the 
more serious topics at that time. I have 
another question: Where you a part of  
the Hippie movement?
O: Yes, I went with the flow, even 
though I never stepped over the 
line. I didn’t have sex before I was 
married, this was important for me 

because I was raised in a Christian 
family. When I was 19 years old 
Jesus came into my life and wasn’t 
just an unimportant element of  
my education. Still the hippie mo-
vement made it possible for me to 
express my rebellious soul. I was 
completely against the Vietnam 
war and I remember taking part in 
many demonstrations.

A: I wasn’t a good girl. and lived a 
rather “normal” teenager’s life. Of  
course I sometimes met friends 
and drank alcohol, but I guess that 
is just a part of  the usual teenage 
phase 

Luisa Steiner: What do you think of  
this time of  your life?
O/A: We have only positive me-
mories mostly and are thankful for 
having these experiences.
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Deniz Topcu  
I interviewed my grand-
ma (born 1948 December) 
who lives in Turkey over the 
phone:

Deniz Topcu: What in your 
opinions were the events most 
representitive of  the 1960s that  
you experienced or heard about? 
Grandma: I heard in the be-
ginning of  the decade that 
there was a miltary coup in 
Turkey (1961) and later I 
read in the newspaper that 
Americans landed on the 
moon.

 I was going to school in the 
60s and became a teacher to-
wards the end of  the decade 
in a town near Erzurum, we 
learned about the news in 
newspapers and on radio 
but I didn’t personally expe-
rience any major events.

Deniz Topcu: How much did 
the town you lived in change since 
the 60s and how did you like the 
government?
Grandma: The town I lived 
in got a little bigger in size 
and population but it was sa-
fer and there was more free-
dom in the country. Now 
there are more religious 
people and more women 
cover their heads. Also peo-
ple grew their own food and 
they still do but also buy a 
lot from markets.

Deniz Topcu: What were 
common things to do in 60s that 
aren’t done anymore?
Grandma: We grew every
thing we ate in the garden 
and there were more cele-
brations (such as Turkish 
Independence Day, which 
isn’t celebrated that much 

Deniz Topu’s 
grandmother/Turkey

... We grew everything 
we ate in the garden 

... We caught 
fresh trout from 
a river near our 
house and it tasted 
absolutely amazing.
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now because of  the religious con-
servative president).

Deniz Topcu: What was your favorite 
food to eat in the 60s?

Grandma: I loved lahana dolma 
and mantı my mom cooked, made 
from ingredients grown in our gar-
den, I also liked kabak tatlısı for 
dessert. We caught fresh trout from 
a river near our house and it tasted 

absolutely amazing.

Deniz Topcu: What music did you 
listen to?
Grandma: My dad played Saz at 
home and we listened to folk music 
and other music on the radio but I 
don’t remember any names of  the 
musicians.

Deniz Topcu: Grandma, did anyone 
you know go to war? 
Grandma: My grandpa and his 
brothers went to WWI (we don’t 
know where).

Deniz Topcu: Grandpa, did anyone 
you know go to war? 
Grandpa: My uncles went to WWI 
but they never returned”

Lahana dolması, cabbage filled with lamb, bulgur or rice 

Mantı, dough filled with lamb or beef

Saz, a stringed instrument
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Isabel Walcher 
While I’ve spent a substan-
tial amount of  time with 
my grandma throughout 
my early childhood as well 
as within these past few ye-
ars, this brief  interview, or 
rather an eight and a half  
minute phone call revealed 
that I knew significantly 
less about her past than I 
thought I did. Consequently 
I’ve learned that there’s so 
much I still  need to ask.

My grandma, Christine Val-
lant nee Sajovitz was born 
and raised on a small farm 
in the rural Carinthian town 
of  Wolfsberg. She married 
my grandfather, and moved 
to his family’s farm just a 
few miles down the road in 
1971, where they raised my 
mom and her two sisters. 
She was 14 to 24 years old 
during the 60s.

I began by asking her about 
the fashion of  that decade. 
Her response was short and 
concise “Mini”, she said 
with a chuckle. She continu-
ed saying that everything any 
girl ever wore was short and 
thin, regardless of  whether 
or not this was weather ap-
propriate. “I would wear 
miniskirts all year round and 
in the winter my poor knees 

Isbel Walcher’s  
grandmother Christi-
ne Vallant/Österreich 

I would wear miniskirts 
all year round and in 
the winter my poor 
knees were always red 
because they were so 
cold. In my late teens 
I began wearing tights, 
but I would take 
them off as soon as I 
had made it indoors.
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were always red because they were 
so cold. In my late teens I began 
wearing tights, but I would take 
them off  as soon as I had made it 
indoors.” This genuinely surprised 
me, because today I know her as a 
very practical person that depriori-
tizes fashion.

I then asked her about her school. 
She attended an all-girl boarding 
school that specialized in agricu-
lture and the household, the cha-
racteristics of  which bore many 
resemblances to those of  today. 
I only noted a few differences in 
terms of  strictness and the amount 
of  free time she was given. She also 
said that she had very few English 
classes that were very leniently 
graded.

It wasn’t until I asked her what kind 
of  music she listened to at the time 
that I first noticed any sign of  Ame-
rican influences. Along with Austri-
an Schlager and folk songs, Elvis 
Presley’s music was very popular. 
Upon hearing Elvis’ name, I was 
curious to know if  American pop 
culture had any influence on her life 

at all. “Not really”, she said. “I do, 
however, remember the day John F. 
Kennedy was murdered. The entire 
school crowded our only television. 
It was quite dramatic”.

Finally, I asked if  there was 
anything that she missed, to which 
she replied that while things are 
very different today from how they 
were way back then, life has always 
been good. She didn’t grow up sur-
rounded by technology - she recei-
ved her first radio as a birthday pre-
sent when she turned 21 - but she 
enjoyed her youth nonetheless. “Es 
woa net so schnellebig ova es woa 
trotzem schen.“

In conclusion, America’s influences 
didn’t reach rural Austria, despite 
its power and thriving economy. 
While people didn’t have much 
back then compared to the recour-
ces available to us now, they were 
content all the same. We should all 
take the time to sit down with our 
dear ones and learn about their sto-
ries. There’s a myriad of  stories and 
experiences to be heard so grasp 
the opportunities before they pass.
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Lucas Walcher
Lucas Walcher: Gab es be-
sondere weltpolitische Ereignisse, 
die dich beeinflusst haben?
Eigentlich nicht, nein. Ich 
kann mich gar nicht erin-
nern, dass irgendwas Beson
deres gewesen wäre, es ist 
wohl auch schon so lang her.

Lucas Walcher: Gab es in 
Wolfsberg eine große Hippie-
Szene?
In Wolfsberg eigentlich 
nicht, es ist ja eine eher klei-
ne und auch eine ländliche 
Stadt und dadurch, da ich 
nicht viel daheim war, habe 
ich auch nicht so viel davon 
mitbekommen. Aber Kla-
genfurt da „aufi“, da hat es 
das schon gegeben, aber bei 
uns selber gab es das nicht. 

Lucas Walcher: Was war 
die Einstellung zu Männern mit 
langen Haaren?

Also am Anfang hat man 
sich ein bisschen gewundert, 
dass die Männer auch lange 
Haare hatten, aber dann hat 
man gesagt, wenn sie schön 
gepflegt sind, schaut es auch 
gut aus. Also man hat sich 
nicht „weiß ich wie darü-
ber“ aufgeregt.

Lucas Walcher: Haben 
der Eiserne Vorhang bzw. die 
Abschottung vom Ostblock dich 
oder deine Bekannten irgendwie 
beeinflusst?
Also wie soll ich es sagen, 
in der Schule war das Poli-
tische gar nicht so im Vor-
dergrund. Man hat davon 
gehört und dann direkt 
wieder weggeschoben, weil 
es dich persönlich nicht be-
troffen hat und es damals im 
Verhältnis alles weiter weg 
war.

Lucas Walchers  
Großmutter  
Christine Vallant/
Österreich 

Also am Anfang hat 
man sich ein bisschen 
gewundert, dass 
die Männer auch 
lange Haare hatten, 
aber dann hat man 
gesagt, wenn sie schön 
gepflegt sind, schaut 
es auch gut aus. 
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Lucas Walcher: Wusstest du damals 
viel von den großen Ereignissen wie dem 
Vietnam-Krieg oder die Kuba Krise?
Eigentlich nicht, man hat damals 
nur ein bisschen davon gehört.

Lucas Walcher: Und wie hast du 
damals davon gehört?
Ich habe mich durchs Radio infor-
miert. Fernsehen haben wir auch 
gehabt, aber dadurch, dass so viele 
Schülerinnen waren und es nur ein 
Fernseher in einem kleinen Raum 
gab, sind dann auch nur die zum 
Fernseher gegangen, die es echt 
interessiert hat. Und so steckte 
man es weg und vergass dann auch 
drauf, weil es einen halt nicht be-
troffen hat.

Lucas Walcher: Waren Rockbands, 
wie die Beatles oder die Rolling Stones, 
in deinem Umkreis beliebt?
Sehr beliebt!

Lucas Walcher: Echt?
Ja. Auch die Songs, früher hat man 
Lieder gesagt, haben einem gut ge-
fallen und die hört man auch heute 
ja noch immer. Natürlich haben wir 

damals auch die Schlager gehört, 
die damals „in“ waren. Rex Gildo, 
Udo Jürgens, Peter Alexander, so-
wie Peter Krauss und Conny waren 
bekannt. Heute kann man diese 
Lieder noch immer gerne hören, 
aber manche Lieder hört man nicht 
mehr so gerne. Beatles waren schon 
sehr bekannt.  

Lucas Walcher: Wie war das Inter-
natsleben in den Sechzigern?
Das kann mit dem heutigen Inter-
natsleben nicht verglichen werden. 
Also mit 16 Jahren bin ich ins Inter-
nat gekommen. Wie hat sei gehei-
ßen? Landwirtschaftliche…   schau 
jetzt fällts es mir selber gar nicht ein. 
Wird mir schon wieder einfallen, 
wie sie geheißen hat. Höhere Bun-
deslehranstalt für hauswirtschaft-
liche Frauenberufe, so ähnlich hat 
sie geheißen. Aber ganz genau kann 
ich es dann nachher sagen, wie sie 
geheißen hat. Jetzt heißt sie ja ein 
bisschen anders, aber Pitzelstätten 
heißt sie noch immer.
Ich war also vier Jahre in Pitzel-
stätten und ein Jahr in Wien in der 
pädagogischen Anstalt und habe 
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dort eine pädagogische Ausbildung 
bekommen.
Im 1. und 2. Jahrgang waren fünf  
Mädchen in einem Zimmer und im 
3. Jahrgang mussten sich drei Mäd-
chen ein Zimmer teilen. Es war sehr 
streng, denn wir hatten nur einmal 
in Monat nach Hause fahren dürfen 
und einmal in der Woche, Donners-
tag nachmittags, durften wir in die 
Stadt (Klagenfurt) gehen. Wenn du 
außer Haus gegangen bist, musstest 
du dich ins Ausgangsbuch eintra-
gen und dich abmelden, immer zu 
zweit, alleine hat man nie hinaus ge-
hen dürfen. Wenn man dann wie-
der zurück gekommen ist, musste 
man sich wieder bei der dienstha-
benden Lehrkraft anmelden. Wir 
haben auch selbst die Zimmer 
putzen müssen und es hat abends 
immer eine Lernstunde gegeben. 
Da haben wir alle bei Tisch sitzen 
müssen. Das war von 8:00 Uhr bis 
9:00 Uhr und hat Studierstunde 
geheißen. Für mich persönlich hat 
das nichts gebracht, weil, wenn so 
viele Personen bei Tisch saßen, ich 
mich nicht konzentrieren konnte. 
Stattdessen sind wir in die Betten 

geflüchtet, jeder in sein Bett und 
haben so gelernt. Wenn die Lehrer 
nachgeschaut haben, sind wir wie-
der zum Tisch geflizzt und haben 
so getan, als ob wir immer bei Tisch 
gesessen waren. Natürlich war man 
nicht immer zufrieden damit, aber 
im Nachhinein war das eine schöne 
Zeit. Man hat lebenslange Freund-
schaften geschlossen. Man war ja 
praktisch Tag und Nacht jahrelang 
zusammen. Natürlich haben die El-
tern für das Internat aufkommen 
müssen. Man hat auch eine Heim-
beihilfe bekommen können. Das 
Essen war auch nicht immer, was 
jedem schmeckt. Aber es ist uns ei-
gentlich nichts abgegangen.

Lucas Walcher: Was hat man 
damals gelernt?
Deutsch, Mathe, Englisch, Ge-
schichte, Geographie und dann die 
hauswirtschaftlichen Fächer – Nä-
hen, Kochen, Gartenbau, Landwirt-
schaft und Viehzucht, Hühnerhal-
tung – alles was mit Landwirtschaft 
zu tun hat. Das dauerte vier Jarhe 
lang und das 5. Jahr war die päda-
gogische Ausbildung. Mit diesem 
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Abschluss hat man als Lehrer in 
die landwirtschaftliche Fachschule 
gehen können. Man konnte damit 
auch als Hauswirtschaftsberate-
rin in die Landwirtschaftskammer  
Bäuerinnen beraten.
Vor allem unser Deutschprofessor 
hat geschaut, dass wir auch in der 
Literatur und Musik ausgebildet 
wurden. Er hat uns immer klas-
sische Musik vorgespielt und uns 
erklärt, was das sei und hat uns 
auch ermöglicht, dass wir in das 
Stadttheater gehen konnten. Da 
sind wir abends mit dem Bus nach 
Klagenfurt gefahren, haben die 
Vorstellung besucht und sind dann 
mit dem Bus wieder nach Hause 
gefahren. Also das musste man den 
Deutschprofessor sehr anerkennen, 
dass er das alles organisiert hat, 
denn das hat er zusätzlich gemacht. 
Maschinschreiben und Steno haben 
wir auch gelernt. Es war eigentlich 
sehr umfassend.
Wir hatten auch samstags Unter-
richt. Vormittags hatten wir meist 
theoretischen Unterricht und nach-
mittags praktischen Unterricht. 

Und dann haben wir auch in den 
Ferien im 2. Jahrgang ein Monat ein 
Praktikum in der Schule machen 
müssen. 

Im Winter sind wir Eislaufen ge-
gangen, denn Schuhe konnten aus-
geborgt werden. Ein Schwimmbad 
hat es dort auch gegeben. Da habe 
ich mit 17 Jahren Schwimmen ge-
lernt. Aber ins tiefe Wasser habe 
ich mich schon damals nicht ge-
traut. Es hat keine Schwimmlehrer 
gegeben, wir haben uns das selbst 
beigebracht. 

Lucas Walcher: Hast du die Mond-
landung live miterlebt?                                                                                             
Ja, im Fernsehen haben wir das ge-
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lived in a flat. There my 
grandparents already had 
a washing mashine, a dish-
washer, a black and white 
TV and a telephone. Then I 
asked them how they would 
describe the 60´s.  They 
didn´t see any hippies in 
Austria but they knew that 
they existed. They claimed 
that it was a great time. It 
wasn´t so different from the 
other decades. 

At last, I wanted to know 
how they were dressed du-
ring the 60´s. They told me 
that the men wore wide 
trousers. The girls wore hot-
pants, mini skirts and gene-
rally clothes which had che-
ckered patterns. It was very 
funny and awe-inspiring to 
talk with my grandparents 

about their past. Finally my 
grandma said, “it´s always 
a fun time when you are 
young.“ I think that time 
flies by and that we really 
should focus on the present 
and do what we really like to 
do.
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